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ERIE COUNTY SCHOOLS CONTINUE TO BE EXCEPTIONALLY SAFE PLACES FOR LEARNING AND WORK 

 
As we pass into the second quarter of the school year, The Erie Niagara School Superintendents 
Association thought it was important to share some relevant information about the safety of students and 
staff in Western New York’s schools.  Here are the facts: 
 

• Spread of COVID-19 in school settings is exceptionally rare.  Of 2,500 students who were 
identified as close contacts and quarantined at home from early September through mid-October, 
fewer than 30 of those students tested positive for COVID-19 during their quarantine period.  Not 
only does this demonstrate the need to reconsider the current rationale for the mass quarantine of 
students, but it also strongly suggests that exposure to a COVID-positive person in a school 
setting results in infection only in very rare instances. 

• “School cases” are not the same as transmissions of COVID-19 in school.  The New York State 
Department of Health requires school districts to record COVID cases contracted by people who 
learn or work in our school district.  However, according to contact tracing data, the 
overwhelming majority of those cases were contracted outside of the school setting. When 
schools report “school cases”, always remember that only a very small percentage (less than 
10%) of those cases were actually contracted in a school setting. 

• We are very grateful for our school staff in public and private schools both large and small all 
across Western New York who do an amazing job every day of reinforcing compliance with all 
of the New York State Department of Health restrictions and requirements.  As a result of their 
efforts, student and staff commitment to masking and distancing is nearly universal.  

• School administrators and nurses in Erie County spend a combined 1,200 hours per week on 
activities related to contact tracing and quarantining for cases contracted by students and staff 
outside of the school setting.  However, because these students and staff learn or work in our 
schools, the task of contact tracing falls to school personnel.  School Superintendents are grateful 
for the case investigation work that members of our school staff do in an effort to support public 
health in our schools and the broader community. 

 
In summary, schools are safe for learning and work.  Also, because we know that absence from school 
presents a significant risk to the well-being of students, schools are an essential part of the lives of every 
school-aged child and their family.  For these reasons, there should be no consideration of a county-wide 
closing of schools. 
 
Finally, we want to thank our students, families and staff for their patience, understanding, flexibility and 
resilience as we continue to navigate what we hope is the final wave of COVID-19.   
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